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Indonesia: ASEAN Must Refer to 
5PC in Handling Myanmar Crisis

“THE 5PC is the main reference, and 
the implementation of  the 5PC should 
remain the focus of  ASEAN,” she noted in 
her opening remarks at the retreat session 
of  the 56th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting in Jakarta on Wednesday (12/7).

The consensus calls for an immediate 
end to violence, the holding of  dialogue 
among all parties concerned, the ap-
pointment of  ASEAN’s special envoy 
to facilitate mediation, the provision of  
humanitarian assistance to Myanmar, and 
the ASEAN special envoy’s visit to Myan-
mar to meet with the parties concerned.

Marsudi noted that ASEAN leaders in 
Phnom Penh have stated that any other effort 

must support the implementation of the 5PC. 
ASEAN was divided when the Thai 

government last month held a meeting 
inviting representatives of  Myanmar’s junta, 
which has been excluded from ASEAN 
meetings since the February 2021 coup.

Several ASEAN member countries 
refused to attend the meeting.  According 
to Thailand, dialogue with the junta is nec-
essary to protect its country, which shares 
a long border with Myanmar. Indonesia, as 
the ASEAN chair this year, has conducted 
more than 110 intensive engagements with 
stakeholders in Myanmar so far.  “This is a 
very complex exercise, and it is not easy at 
all,” Marsudi underlined.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi has empha-
sized that the fi ve-point consensus (5PC) must continue 

to be the reference for the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in handling the Myanmar crisis.

Foreign Affairs Minister Retno Marsudi 
held a trilateral meeting with the Director 
of  the Offi ce of  China’s Central Foreign 
Affairs Commission, Wang Yi at her offi ce 
in Jakarta on Wednesday (12/7). “Indonesia 
is always open to engage and discussing 
with our partners with the hope that we 
can contribute to peace, stability, and pros-
perity around the world,” she said during 
the meeting.

Minister Marsudi said that Indonesia is 
open to communication and dialogue with 
anyone. At the same time, it will always be 
fi rm and consistent in upholding interna-
tional laws, and all values and principles of  
the UN Charter, she added. She said that 
during the meeting, Wang Yi emphasized 
respect for ASEAN centrality. Marsudi said, 
Wang  expressed support for Indonesia’s 
ASEAN chairmanship. Wang  also support 
ASEAN centrality, and described the forum 
held by ASEAN as a very strategic one 
where all key players in the region can sit 
and discuss the regional situation.(*)

She stressed that dialogue should be 
encouraged in engagements with parties 
in Myanmar, as it will pave the way to a 
political solution.  Only a political solution 
would lead to lasting peace, she affi rmed. At 
Wednesday’s event, Marsudi also expressed 
concern over the continuing and increasing 
violence in Myanmar, adding that Indonesia 
strongly condemns the use of  force and 
violence in the country.

To this end, Indonesia is urging all 
stakeholders to denounce violence, which 
is deemed to be the key to building trust, 
delivering humanitarian assistance, and 
conducting dialogue. Furthermore, she 
drew attention to the progress achieved 
regarding humanitarian assistance.

Marsudi expressed hope that the 
ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Hu-
manitarian Assistance on Disaster Man-
agement (AHA Centre)’s access to reach 
people in need would be further granted, 
including in Magway and Sagaing.

Indonesia Holds Meeting With China 

ASEAN PMC WITH CHINA
(from left to right) Philippine Foreign Minister Enrique Manalo, Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, Thai Foreign Minister Don Pramudwi-
nai, Vietnamese Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son, Chinese Senior Diplomat Wang Yi, Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, Malaysian Foreign Minister Zambry 
Abdul Kadir, Brunei Darussalam Foreign Minister Erywan Pehin Yusof, Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, Lao Foreign Minister Saleumxay 
Kommasith, Timor Leste Foreign Minister Bendito dos Santos Freitas, and ASEAN Secretary General Kao Kim Hourn pose for a group photo during the 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting (PMC) with China in Jakarta, Thursday (13/7). 
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